WINTER 2021
Welcome to the first edition of Clock Chambers Newsletter & a Happy New Year!
Clock Chambers was established in 1993. Since then the Chambers has continually expanded
providing advocacy throughout England and Wales. It has been serving the local legal
profession for over 20 years, building a reputation for a good friendly service at a reasonable
cost.
This edition contains updated COVID-19 guidance, some of the most exciting cases our
Barristers have been instructed to undertake, information our new website & social media
platforms and some exciting opportunities to join our chambers.

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)
Courts, tribunals, planning and preparatation
www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-courts-and-tribunals-planning-and-preparation

As of the 5th January 2021, England is in a National Lockdown.
Although 'Stay at Home' guidance has been issued by the Government, National Lockdown
rules allow for essential travel where necessary. This includes all those required to attend a
court or tribunal, including jurors, witnesses, defendants, complainants and victims.
Here at Clock Chambers, the team will be working throughout the lockdown. We will still be
instructed on matters and our Barristers will still be attending court in person. If you would
like to instruct us on a matter please contact us by telephone: 01902 313444 or by email:
mail@clockchambers.com.
You should not come to any of our court and tribunal buildings if:
you have coronavirus symptoms
if you have tested positive for COVID-19 or are waiting for a test result
if you have been instructed by the NHS to self-isolate

CASES OF INTEREST
Our Barristers Prosecute and Defend many cases every day, all over the country. Over the past
couple of months the Chambers has seen no shortage of interesting cases including driving
matters, drugs offences and assualts upon emergency workers.

Counsel Geoffrey Dann successfully prosecutes Assault on Emergency Worker case
Counsel Geoffrey Dann of Clock Chambers successfully prosecuted the
defendant in a sentencing hearing at Birmingham Crown Court on the 16th
December 2020. The defendant was charged with Assaulting an Emergency
Worker, contrary to section 39 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988, and section 1
of the Assaults on Emergency Workers (Offences) Act 2018.
In a good result for Counsel, the defendant was sentenced to serve a total of
12 months in prison, suspended for two years, and ordered to pay the
Victim Surcharge.

Client ‘extremely relieved’ as Counsel Marcus Kraehling-Smith obtains pleasing
results in Speeding Sentencing.
Counsel Marcus Kraehling-Smith of Clock Chambers achieved a positive
outcome for his client in a Sentencing Hearing at Loughborough
Magistrates Court on 3rd December 2020. The client attended court for
the sentencing of his speeding matter where Mr Kraehling-Smith
discussed matters with the client and mitigated in accordance with
instruction. Two character references were provided to the Court and Mr
Kraehling-Smith explained the devastating impact a lengthy
disqualification would have upon his client, due to his domestic and work
circumstances.In a pleasing result, the two Lay Magistrates were
sympathetic to the client’s circumstances and chose to fine the client
£200.00, with a victim surcharge of £32.00. The Court endorsed the clients
license with 3 penalty points however exercised their discretion not to ban
the client from driving. The client was ‘extremely relieved’ at this pleasing
outcome.

Counsel Patrick Kelly Defends Drink Driving Case
Counsel Patrick Kelly of Clock Chambers achieved a positive outcome for
his client in a Sentencing Hearing at Coventry Magistrates Court on 2nd
December 2020. It was alleged that the client committed the offence of
driving with alcohol concentration above the prescribed limit, contrary to
Section 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988.
Mr Kelly discussed the sentencing guidelines and the client entered a
Guilty plea, before mitigation was taken in accordance with instructions.
Subsequently, the Defendant was disqualified from driving for 20
months, fined £376 and ordered to pay court costs within 14 days.
Furthermore, the client was invited to complete a Drink Driving
Rehabilitation Course in order to reduce the driving ban by 20 weeks.

Counsel Patrick Kelly defends Death by Careless Driving case
Counsel Patrick Kelly achieved a positive outcome for his client in a Plea and Mitigation Hearing at
Nottingham Magistrates Court on 4th January 2021.The defendant was charged with Causing Death
by Careless Driving contrary to S2 of the Road Traffic Act 1988.
Prior to the hearing, Mr Kelly met the defendant in the company of her husband and confirmed
instructions. When in court the Defendant was identified and entered a guilty plea. Exemplary
character references were provided to the court and Mr Kelly explained what a devastating impact a
custodial sentence would have on the defendant due to her domestic circumstances and childcare
responsibilities.In a pleasing result, due to the defendant’s lack of previous convictions and other
circumstances, the defendant was awarded full credit for the plea and mitigation was taken into
consideration in full by the two Lay Magistrates. The defendant was sentenced to a 15 month
Community Order with 120 hours unpaid work, an 18 month disqualification from driving and
ordered to pay costs of £175 within 28 days. The defendant was ‘very appreciative and grateful’ that
they had avoided prison, and the sentence was further explained by the counsel.

Counsel James Findon obtains £700 for clients in Infant Approval Hearing
On the 13th November 2020, Clock Chambers Barrister James Findon
achieved a pleasing result for clients and their Mother in an Infant
Approval Hearing at Walsall County Court. As in all personal injury claims
involving children, the Court was enlisted to approve the settlement
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Former Clock Chambers Barrister named ‘Woman of the Year’.
Clock Chambers are delighted that Former Barrister at the Chambers,
Mary Prior QC was named as Woman of the Year at the inaugural Women
in Law Awards 2020. Mary joined us at Clock Chambers in 1995, where she
specialised in Crime.
After coming to the profession from a non-traditional background, Mary
strives to make the Bar more accessible to others. From helping run
competitions in State Schools where pupils take part in a mock Criminal
Trial, to mentoring students; As co-chair of Women in Law - West
Midlands, Mary has done extensive work to encourage local pupils to
pursue a career in Law.
In a recent Interview with the Bar Council, Mary summarised her work
perfectly, stating ‘Your background is not a barrier to success.’ The judges
at the Women in Law Awards felt Mary ‘eloquently described the
challenges she faced becoming a top lawyer’ and that ‘She is a leader by
taking on positions of responsibility.’
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WE'VE GOT A NEW LOOK...
www.clockchambers.com
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... But don't worry, we're still the same team!
Our website and social media pages are now fully
updated and redesigned. Visit our website & follow us
on social media for all of our latest updates, included
blog posts and news.

OPPORTUNUITIES
Here at Clock Chambers we currently have vacancies for those looking to undertake a Third Six
Pupilage. We also welcome applications from prospective Tenants in crime, civil and family.
Please Contact us at mail@clockchambers.com for more information.

DID YOU KNOW
WE'VE MOVED?
Our new address is...
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